
 

 

Overland Mountain Bike Club  -  Trails Committee 

Minutes from April 21, 2014 Meeting 
 

In attendance: Todd Thibodeau, Doug Baker, Kenny Bearden, 
Erin Bisenius, Katharine Edelblut, Tim Gaines, Jeff Morton, Jen 
Klink, Monty Seitz, Mick Syzek, Corey Rhodes,  Marty Malenshek, 
Mary McCartney, Doug McCartney, Gordon Smith, Paul 
Slaughter, Pete Skram  

Board Member Guests:  Katharine Edelblut and Kenny Bearden   

 

1.  Introductions/Approve Meeting Minutes 

      Mary made the motion to approve the March minutes, Corey 
seconded, and all approved the March meeting minutes.   

 

2.   Update on OMBC Board (Pete Skram) 

      Pete indicated that the board is looking at getting a marketing 
company involved. Katharine Edulblut is actively involved in 
working up the newsletters and Pete continues to concentrate on 
the website for now.  The club continues to concentrate on how 
best to advertise to get the word out about club functions. Pete 
has expanded the sign-ups online for the Level 1 and Level 2 Trail 
Training classes. 

The domain for Diamond Peaks original website; www.dpmb.org 
is once again linked to the Overland site; www.overlandmtb.org 

 



 

 

3.  Update on Communications Committee (Todd Thibodeau)  

     Todd informed the group that Jerry and Kathy Rank have 
resigned from the committee and the group appointed Mary 
McCartney to fill in as secretary.  Katharine and Pete are working 
on newsletter and website. Doug Baker gave Katharine Edelblut a 
list to publish with advertisers for upcoming trail days and events. 
It was discussed that we should advertise our events and trail 
days at stores like REI to get the word out. 

 

4. Trail Committee Mentors 

    About 1/2 of the assigned trail mentors who were present at 
the meeting had contacted their assigned members. It was 
encouraged that every mentor make contact with the assigned 
members to keep everyone updated on trail information to give 
them a go-to person if they should have questions. 

    Kenny Bearden commented that he was using group emails to 
make contact with the patrol members and that the emails had 
been effective with Patrol rides and meet-ups. There were 12 
riders at Soapstone on Saturday. 

 
5. Update on Tool Trailer and Grill 

   Kendra made sure that the 2014 registration and insurance was 
taken care of for the tool trailer in time for the first Volunteer Trail 
day. $1500 has been budgeted for tools and would like to have 
enough to outfit 50 people. The cost of shovels and where to buy 
them was discussed and it was agreed to check with Greg Mazu 
to check on prices.  



 

 

   Tim Gaines and Mick Syzek have put together an inventory list 
and pulled out unnecessary items to lighten the trailer, but there 
are more modifications are needed to accommodate new tools. It 
is currently kept at a storage facility on Elizabeth street in Ft 
Collins. 

    Tim Gaines will pull the trailer to the trail work site at Soderburg 
on Saturday, April 26, 2014 but needs to get a hitch receiver/ball 
to fit his truck. Permission was granted to buy one to keep in the 
trailer for future use. 

   A new BBQ grill was purchased for $400.01 and debuted at the 
meeting. It’s portable with 4 burners and will be used at future trail 
building events and club functions. Jenn Klink and Jeff Morton 
have volunteered to get the grill to the work sites. 

      

6.  Discuss Trail Volunteer Training (Mick/Tim/Todd) 

     Mick reports that the Firehouse #4 Training Meeting went very 
well and asked for feedback. Those who had attended the 
session reported that they were given new concepts and good 
ideas for implementing and guiding crews on volunteer trail days.  

    Friday, April 25, 2014,  Level 2 Training will be held at 
Firehouse #4 on Drake in Ft Collins from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Sign-up 
is available on the Overland website and space is available. Joel 
Swab who works for the county will be at the meeting. Cory is 
trying to get a commitment from Larry Butterfield to attend.  

   Saturday, April 26, Sawmill Volunteer Trail Day will take place 
meeting at Soderburg, and shuttling up to the trail site. Mick and 



 

 

Tim hope to have those that were in the class assume some 
leadership roles on that volunteer trail day. 

    Wednesday, April 30, 2014, Basic Trails Maintenance (Level 1) 
will be held from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the Firehouse #4, then the 
Volunteer Trail  Day will take place on Saturday, May 3, 2014 at 
Pineridge/Maxwell Trail.  

    The sign-up is available for these training events with a cap of 
the number of individuals (15 to 20) that will be allowed to attend. 
Each individual who participates will receive certificate of 
completion. Drinks and some food will be provided at the training 
sessions.   

 

7.  Finalize Preparation for Volunteer Trail Days for 2014  

    The county trail day will take place Saturday, April 26th on 
Sawmill Trail from 8:30am to 3:00 pm. Tim Gaines will buy the 
hitch receiver/ball by Wednesday or Thursday and will tow the 
trailer there.  Corey offered trail volunteers to park near his home 
near Horsetooth Mt Park by 8:00am and carpool to the work site 
at Soderburg in his truck as the trailheads are always overflowing.  
His address is: 5204 Arrowhead Lane. It was suggested to park at  
JJ’s to carpool or at Arthur’s Rock in Lory State Park, then either 
bike/hike in to free up parking at the trailhead. 

     As far as providing food, Doug and Jenn decided to go with 
sandwiches to pack up as there was some concern of getting the 
grill and all the supplies up to the Sawmill Trail.   

   Kenny Bearden has arranged an Overland/ Diamond Peaks 
Patrol out-reach that will take place during the Sawmill Volunteer 



 

 

Trail Day. Jeff will make sure that either he or someone else will 
be at the trail day to take pictures.   

  Upcoming Trail Days:  

Saturday, May 3, Ft Collins Natural Areas Trail Day, 
Pineridge/Maxwell 

 Saturday, June 14, Friends of Lory State Park Trail Day 

 Saturday, June 21, 2014, Glendo State Park Trail Day/Cowfish 
Bike Race 

 

8.  County System Wide Master Plan Committee  

    Monty and Gordon discussed the hopes for a Mountain Bike 
Skills Park for Ft Collins and what areas might be best suited. It 
was suggested that Overland needed to go to the city, apply for a 
grant and petition for a location. Corey suggested that we should 
get started as soon as possible to ask the city to co-operate and 
write a grant then Overland could add seed money to help shape 
a Skills Park.  

   Mick reported that Lory was dismantling the wood structures at 
the Pump Track and that might be a good location. Pete would 
like Overland to have a say in location and the other 2 board 
members present agreed. 

      Todd suggested that a separate committee look into the 
details and 5 people volunteered: Gordon, Marty, Mick, Monty, 
and Pete. 

  Todd also proposed the idea of a connecter trail to be built from 
Pineridge to Blue Sky Trail. There was some discussion about 



 

 

private property lines and county property lines and agreed that it 
could deter the gridlock in parking at trail heads that is taking 
place, as well as, a great idea for more singletrack. 

 

9. Other Topics  

    June 14, 2014, Friends of Lory Trail Day will need about 50 
people. It will consist of mostly maintenance on Valley Trails but 
could possibly get a Team of Hotshots to work on Howard and 
upper Timber Trail. Overland won’t need to supply tools for this 
workday. It was suggested to organize a Patrol that same day and 
Kenny said he could work on that. 

   Another Meetup was suggested as the last one went well at the 
1933 Brewery. It was mentioned that it was loud inside and to 
look at other locations. 

  Jenn reported that the forest service had work planned for Lyons 
Gulch and North Fork and suggested them as possible volunteer 
trail days, but more information is needed. 

  IMBA Summit will be held in Steamboat, August 21-25, 2014. In 
the past the club paid for someone to participate. One day 
focuses on land managers and the second day on club 
participation.  

  Erin mentioned a Ft Collins Natural Open Space meeting will be 
coming up this spring and it would be good to have 
representation. It was unclear what the date is for the meeting 
and he would let us know. 

10.  Next Trail Committee Meeting Date:  Monday, May 19  at 
6:30  



 

 

      Here are the meeting dates for the rest of 2014:  6-16; 7-21; 
8-18; 9-15; 10-20; and 11-17.  Year End Meeting/Party with Land 
Managers: Friday, December 5th.      

End of Meeting 


